Foreword
THIS BOOK is A THOUGHTFUL and useful contribution to the worthiest of national causes: continuing public awareness of alcohol abuse.
When I became Secretary of Transportation, I resolved to have no higher priority than safety—on our highways, railways, airways, and waterways. I learned very quickly that alcohol abuse is a major cause of many transportation accidents, whether it is a drunk driver on our highways or a recreational boater who has had one drink too many. Alcohol abuse affects transportation safety in a very dramatic and tragic way. More than 44,000 people were killed on our highways last year, many of them by drunk drivers. Thousands of others were maimed and injured, and millions of dollars of property were destroyed. The tragedy does not end with the victims. The injury and heartache of families and loved ones linger.
Our campaign to get drunk drivers off our highways aroused public consciousness throughout America, and the public outcry to stop senseless killing on our highways is just beginning to pay dividends in lives saved and accidents prevented. The campaign against drunk drivers is strong today because of a grassroots movement that began at the local level, in the clubs, the churches, the city halls, courthouses, and state houses all across America. As a result we have stronger laws against drunkInstitute of Medicine. The National Academy of Engir and the Institute of Medicine were established in 1964 and 1970, respectively, the charter of the National Academy of Sciences.
